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from hunting-ground to hunting-ground, and pursued like wild beasts wherever seen, they were now confined to a narrow tract of country, lying chiefly along the coast of the gulf and the borders of the lakes which adjoin it. For some time previous to the arrival of the expedition, the warriors of these tribes put themselves under the command of Colonel Nichols, of the Royal Marines, and continued to harass the Americans by frequent incursions into the cultivated districts. It so happened, however, that being persuaded to attempt the reduction of a fort situated upon Mobile Point, and being, as might be expected, repulsed with some loss, their confidence in their leader and their dependence upon British aid had begun of late to suffer a serious diminution. Though not very profitable as friends, their local position and desultory mode of warfare would have rendered them at this period exceedingly annoying to us as enemies; it was accordingly determined to dispatch an embassy to their settlements for the purpose of restoring them to good humor, or at least discovering their intentions."
General Jackson, in person, reached New Orleans on the sd of December, and to meet and contend with this powerful force the troops in or near New Orleans, and its sole defenders as late as the middle of December, were these: Two half-filled, newly raised regiments of regular troops, numbering about 800 men; Major Planche7s high-spirited battalion of uniformed volunteers, about 500 in number; two regiments of State Militia, badly equipped, some of them armed with fowling1 pieces, others with muskets, others with rifles, some without arms, all imperfectly disciplined; a battalion of free men of color; the whole amounting to about 2,000 men. Two vessels of war lay at anchor in the river, the immortal little schooner Carolina and the ship Louisiana, neither of them manned, and no one dreaming of what importance they were to prove. Commodore Patterson and a few other naval officers were in the city, ready when the hour should come, and, indeed, already rendering yeoman's service in many capacities.om a state of comparative majesty to the lowest ebb of feebleness and distress. Drivenom the West Indies to join the expedition. The fleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
